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April showers bring
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In January, Johnson County Community
College received reafﬁrmation of its
accreditation by the Academic Quality
Improvement Program, a program
developed by the Higher Learning
Commission of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools to
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Michael Rea, JCCC’s recycling
coordinator, will teach participants how
to construct and install a 55-gallon rain
barrel with materials donated by CocaCola on Saturday, April 30.

Spring 2011 | Imprint

3

The
Internationalization
of JCCC
Carolyn Kadel is seen here with Dr. Charles Morrison, president of the East-West Center, at a conference in Kansas City in 2004.

Carolyn Kadel, professor/director of
International Education, started at JCCC,
teaching what was then called Social Sciences I and II.

the world in which they live and issues that are going to be
important during their lifetime there is nothing for students
that beats studying abroad.”

“In 1975, it was still possible to consider yourself an
educated person or prepare for a career without
understanding other cultures,” Kadel said. “Today, it’s
impossible. Our students may end up working in China, but
even if they work on College Boulevard, they need to
understand people from other countries.”

JCCC’s six partner colleges from around the world send
international faculty to the campus and, in turn, JCCC’s
faculty learn abroad. JCCC sends 30 faculty members abroad
each year for professional exchanges, workshops and
institutes.

In 1975,

Kadel assumed the role of director of International
Education in 1985. She credits faculty and administrators for
the support of International Education from its beginning in
1980, the result of a grant to expand international class
content awarded to JCCC under then-president Dr. John
Cleek, to the present.
Today, JCCC’s International Education encompasses college
activities from credit and continuing education classes to the
performing and visual arts. JCCC teaches 70 sections of eight
foreign languages each semester and at least 70 courses with
international content spanning multiple disciplines. Students
have the opportunity to study for a semester in one of 31
countries. Shorter overseas summer and intersession
programs are offered — nine opportunities in 2010-2011.
“Studying abroad is important on so many levels — a
philosophical/educational level and a practical level,” Kadel
said. “Certainly in terms of broadening their perspective on
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“We encourage people to participate in staff development
with the end product being curriculum development,” Kadel
said.
JCCC is also one of 19 U.S. regional centers for the Asian
Studies Development Program of the East-West Center at the
University of Hawaii and a member of the Global College
Network, Institute of International Education and the College
Consortium for International Studies. Kadel serves as
director of the JCCC Regional ASDP.
JCCC was honored in November by the 2010 Higher
Education Task Force and U.S. Center for Citizen Diplomacy
for its Las Pintas International Service-Learning Project.
Begun in 1998, the project has assisted the people of Las
Pintas with health care, dental care, after-school programs,
training of local home-health promoters, family counseling,
ﬁnancial support for children to attend grades K-12 and
community education.

Locally, JCCC international students
serve K-12 schools by speaking about
their home countries as part of the
International Classroom Partnership
Program.
The International Education program
has received many signiﬁcant grants.
Most notable recent grants include the
Title VI-A Islamic Studies grant, which
has resulted in new language classes in
Arabic and Hebrew, History of the
Middle East, Islam: Religion and
Civilization, History of India and
Middle East and South Asian content
added to classes from International
Business to Chinese Society: Past and
Present. A Title VI-A Asian Studies grant
was recently awarded to the East-West
Center at the University of Hawaii to
develop Chinese studies at six colleges
across the U.S., including JCCC.
The addition of the annual Greater
Kansas City Japan Festival in 2004 has
helped market JCCC’s Japanese classes,
been an inspiration for the Japanese
garden, and served as an impetus for
other international celebrations now
held at JCCC — India Nite, Chinese
New Year and Korean Thanksgiving
Day Cultural Festival.
Being at a community college in the
middle of the U.S. has never been a
limiting factor for JCCC’s International
Education.
“Faculty and staff come from strong
academic backgrounds and recognize
how important study of languages,
culture and history are,” Kadel said.
Kadel modestly refuses recognition for
what the ASPD calls a “well-developed
international program,” but colleagues
put the credit squarely on her
shoulders.
“Carolyn is deeply committed to
international education, both
personally and professionally,” said
Bob Perry, professor emeritus,
sociology. “In her dedication, no task is
too small and few are too big. She’ll
meet someone at the airport, buy
groceries for a newly arriving
international student, pin up a poster
or write a federal grant. Carolyn began
the international service project to Las

Pintas in Mexico in 1998. It is now
coming up on its 13th year. Following
a brief meeting with several college
teachers from China back in 1987,
Carolyn worked with Northwestern
Polytechnical University, Xi’an, to craft
an exchange agreement. That exchange
is still in place 22 years later. Carolyn
succeeded in writing a Title VI grant to
develop curricula in the areas of
Islamic history and cultures, and the
results have been signiﬁcant
internationalization of courses at JCCC.
Also, Carolyn worked tirelessly to
establish JCCC as a regional center for
the Asian Studies Development
Program of the East-West Center in
Hawaii. She genuinely enjoys the
process of encouraging and supporting
others in their international education
endeavor.”
“Carolyn continues to have a direct role
in changing the lives of countless
numbers of people from the college
and from across the globe through
the college’s International Education
program,” said JCCC counselor Jeff
Anderson, a leader in the Las Pintas
project. “The change I’m speaking of
here is transformative change — the type
of change that forever alters the way you
see yourself and the world around you.
This change is quite powerful, and it’s
something you carry with you all the
days of your life. Carolyn has been an
agent of transformative change. That’s
her contribution, and that will be her
legacy.”

Kadel brings in international speakers,
including Dr. Lawrence Korb, expert on
terrorism, who spoke at JCCC as part
of a program co-sponsored by the
International Relations Council of Greater
Kansas City.

Milestones for the International
Education Program
1980 $50,000 grant to establish
International Education program,
U.S. Department of Education
1980 First International Club
1981 First visiting scholar from Taiwan
1988 First Chinese exchange
1988 First semester study abroad to
Ecuador, Ireland and England
1993 First Russian exchange begins
1998 Las Pintas Service-Learning
project begins
2000 Intercultural Semester begins
2000 ACIIE International/Intercultural
Achievement Award
2001 Asian Studies Development
Program Regional Center
2002 First Dutch exchange for faculty
and staff
2004 Greater Kansas City Japan
Festival
2006-09Title VI grant — Islamic Studies,
awarded directly to JCCC from
U.S. Department of Education
2011 Title VI — Asian studies,
awarded to East-West Center at
the University of Hawaii from
U.S. Department of Education
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JCCC College Scholar

Easley looks
at how
images make
arguments
Community College knows Terri
Easley, associate professor,
speech and debate, as the tireless coach who devotes her free
time and weekends to practicing with the JCCC debate team,
winner of the 2010 Community College National Debate
Championship and ranked No. 1 among community colleges
so far this year. Equally impressive, Easley has a reputation as
a scholar in visual rhetoric, presenting at national conferences.

Johnson County

Close to home, Easley will present two lectures on visual
rhetoric in April as part of the JCCC College Scholars
program. Her interest in the power of images to
communicate complex messages began during her years in
graduate school at Baylor University, when visual rhetoric
was a fairly new concept in the ﬁeld of communication
studies. Easley has continued to contribute scholarly
knowledge to the topic through her research looking at the
speciﬁc aspects of how images make arguments.
“Since images are generally emotionally charged objects, it is
important that we assess how those images can be evaluated
as effective persuasive tools,” Easley said. “Because images
play a dominant role in our lives, it is important that we
understand how images play into the process of persuasion.”
Easley will deliver two lectures on the topic that are free and
open to the public.
• The Visual as Argument: An Analysis of Images as Tools of
Persuasion will be from 7-8 p.m. Wednesday, April 13, in the
M.R. and Evelyn Hudson Auditorium of the Nerman Museum of
Contemporary Art. A reception precedes the event at 6:30 p.m.
in the Atrium.
In this presentation, Easley explores the ways images shape
and communicate persuasive messages. Instead of just acting
emotionally upon viewing images, Easley encourages people
to learn the tools to evaluate visual images and become
better consumers of media.
• Two Steps Forward, One Step Back: Visual Representations
of Women in American Politics will be from 11 a.m.-noon
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Terri Easley

Thursday, April 14, in the Hudson Auditorium.
As women have stepped onto the stage of American politics,
images have been crucial to deﬁning their role in the political
sphere. In this presentation, Easley discusses the tactics and
impacts of the current state of the visual representations of
women in the image-oriented political arena.
As a bonus to faculty and staff, Easley will present a seminar,
Visual Imagery and Historical Parallelism: The Genocide
Awareness Project and the Evolution of Argumentation in the
Abortion Controversy.
In this seminar Easley examines images used by the GAP
pro-life movement traveling to universities throughout the
country. Displays of images of aborted fetuses juxtaposed
with genocidal visuals — the Holocaust, African Americans
killed in racist lynchings and the extermination of Native
Americans by the U.S. Army — strive to draw historical
parallels between these events. Easley’s primary research
interest for her master’s thesis was the use of images on both
sides of the abortion controversy.
Easley has a bachelor’s degree in literary studies from the
University of Texas at Dallas and a master’s degree in
communications from Baylor University. Easley has used her
research to establish an important place for herself in the
discourse of communication. She has had two presentations
accepted at the National Communication Association
National Conference, both of which focus on visual rhetoric.
She serves on the editorial board for Contemporary
Argumentation and Debate: The Journal of the Cross
Examination Debate Association.
For more information about the JCCC College Scholars
program, contact Karen Martley, director, Staff and
Organizational Development, 913-469-8500, ext. 3467.

Community Event

Free College Day
is April 30, 2011
Friends Brandy Veatch (left) and Ginny Madden found themselves in “stitches” in the Free College Day knitting class in 2009.

Johnson County Community

College
offered its ﬁrst Free College Day in
2009 as part of its 40th anniversary
celebration. It was such a success then
that we’re doing it again – this time on
Saturday, April 30.

Free College Day is a great way for
JCCC to give back to the community,
bring new people to campus and show
off what we have. On Free College Day
in 2009 the college welcomed between
1,500 and 2,000 people to campus.
Those participants then spent the next
week telling staff how much they
enjoyed the day, how much they
learned, how ﬁne the teachers were
and asking how they could sign up for
a class. If the event is just as popular in
2011, then the college will make it a
regular event every other year.
To date college faculty and staff have
volunteered to teach more than 220
classes, ranging from the arts to
science. Some of the classes to be
offered are Personal Computer Safety
and Privacy, Financing a College
Education, Careers: Women in
Transition, Using Spanish in a
Restaurant, Your Green Healthy Home,
Writing about the Self, Fresh
Homemade European Croissants, The

History of Rock ‘n’ Roll, Investigating
Paranormal Phenomena and Dinner
with the March Family.
The 45-minute classes will be offered at
1, 2 and 3 p.m. across the college
campus. In addition, participants can
enjoy live entertainment that afternoon
in the college’s performing arts spaces.
And – as the name says – everything is
free.

Technical Expo, contact Minnie Adams,
director, Career Pathways and
Cooperative Programs,
madams52@jccc.edu, 913-469-8500,
ext. 4170.
Story by Julie Haas

In addition, from 11 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
that same day, the college’s annual
Career and Technical Expo will take
place in the lobby of the Carlsen
Center. Junior high and high school
students and their families are invited
to visit with representatives from JCCC’s
more than 50 career and technical
preparation programs, ranging from
automotive technology to veterinary
technology, to learn more about job
outlook, salary potential, and training
and education requirements.
More information on Free College Day
is available at
www.jccc.edu/freecollegeday or by
contacting Julie Haas, associate vice
president, Marketing Communications,
jhaas@jccc.edu, 913-469-3120.
Registration begins March 7. For more
information on the Career and

David Kriegh, landscape horticulturist,
JCCC, is seen here teaching a kayaking
class in 2009.
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March — Women’s History Month

Scholars
examine ‘360
Degrees of
Women’s
Lives’
a series of events to examine
and untangle the inﬂuences of
how women are perceived and represented in the global
world. The series, 360 Degrees of Women’s Lives: Across
History, Comparative Culture, the Arts, Media, Ethics and the
Personal is scheduled throughout Women’s History Month in
March and culminates in a daylong conference on eating
disorders May 13. Events will feature nationally recognized
leaders and local experts.

JCCC is hosting

“These events will look at the symbols that inﬂuence the
public and private self and particularly how body image
inﬂuences self-image and control,” said Toby Klinger,
professor, psychology/women and gender studies, a
principal organizer of the series.
Events are free and open to the public, except for the
May 13 conference.

March 1
• Darryl Roberts, executive producer, America the
Beautiful, 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in Craig Community Auditorium,
and 7-8:30 p.m. in the M.R. and Evelyn Hudson Auditorium
of the Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art. A reception
precedes the evening event at 6 p.m. in the Regnier Center
Atrium.

8
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Philosopher and author Susan Bordo will talk about body images
and Anne Boleyn during Women’s History Month.

America the Beautiful (2008) is a documentary about the
media’s deﬁnition and depiction of beauty. Roberts, writer
and director of the ﬁlm, examines the fallouts for women in
the documentary. He will be at JCCC for the screening
followed by Q&A.
By following a 12-year-old model for two years and
interviewing 200 women, Roberts incorporates elements of
media, fashion and advertising in the documentary to show
tall, skinny and blonde, as the beauty ideal, is not only an
illusion, but one falsely sought after by most of these
women.
The documentary is not only for women. This obsession and
consequences are gender free and affect all relationships.

March 8
• Susan Bordo, internationally known cultural feminist
scholar and author of the Pulitzer Prize-nominated book
Unbearable Weight: Feminism, Western Culture and the Body
(1992, 2004) and a new book The Creation of Anne Boleyn
(publication summer 2011), will be at JCCC for several
events. Bordo, who holds the Otis A. Singletary Chair of
Humanities, the University of Kentucky, is a philosopher
who deals with the representation of the female body in
marketing and advertising.

raised by popular media images and
representations of the body. Along with
Bordo, JCCC’s philosophy department
will guide the discussions.
• Beyond ‘Eating Disorders’: Why We
Have to Re-Think Everything We
Thought We Knew, 7 p.m. in the
Hudson Auditorium. Reception
6-7 p.m. in the Atrium.
Bordo’s Unbearable Weight shifted the
origins of eating disorders from
individual maladies to the impact of
popular culture. Bordo’s presentation
will examine how eating and body
image problems belong squarely in the
context of runaway consumer culture
and the disorders that it creates (from
ﬁscal to physical).

March 30
• Clinical psychologist Dr. Michelle
Micsko and registered dietitian
Kathi Bjerg, both from Insight
Counseling, will look at the continuum
of normal to abnormal eating during
their presentation, Is It Healthy or Is It
an Eating Disorder?, 11 a.m.-noon in
Carlsen Center 211.

The changing representations of Anne Boleyn — from martyr to victim to viral Anne —
will be a featured topic in 360 Degrees of Women’s Lives.

• International Women’s Day 2 p.m.
Craig Community Auditorium

culturally and globally. Q&A will follow
the presentation.

Round table: Susan Bordo, Linda
Rodriguez and Arzie Umali:
moderators Miguel Morales, JCCC staff
and contributor to the KC Latino
Writers Collective, and Stephanie
Sabato, professor, graphic design,
JCCC.

• Celebration of Bordo’s The Creation
of Anne Boleyn at 7 p.m. in the Hudson
Auditorium. Reception 6-7 p.m. in the
Atrium.

Rodriguez has published Heart’s
Migration (Tia Chucha Press), recently
awarded the 2010 Thorpe Menn Award
for Literary Excellence, and The “I
Don’t Know How to Cook” Book:
Mexican (Adams Media). Umali,
assistant director, UMKC Women’s
Center, is a painter and graphic artist.
A theme for 2011 International
Women’s Day is to gather women
writers and artists to discuss their
works and the inﬂuence their creative
and scholarly works have on
addressing issues related to the
perceptions of women historically,

Bordo presents from her forthcoming
book, The Creation of Anne Boleyn, the
thesis that we know very little about
Anne Boleyn. Much of what we think
we know is mythology, built up over
the centuries by changing
political/religious agendas and factions,
gender ideology and, more recently,
the commercial interests of pop culture.

March 9
• Brown bag lunch with Bordo,
noon-2 p.m. in the Capitol Federal
Conference Center (drinks and desserts
provided)

Their lecture looks at the enigma of
eating disorders. An overview of those
at risk, the recovery path, and
prevention strategies will be outlined.

May 13
• Eating Disorders: Beyond Diagnosis
and Treatment, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. in the
Capitol Federal Conference Center of
the Regnier Center.
The incidence of eating disorders is on
the rise, and it’s predicted that this
trend will continue. This conference
will explore issues of parenting and
family systems, prevention and
intervention in schools, and how
dieting is related to the development of
eating disorders. Recognized experts
will present case examples. Cost is $15
for the general public, $88 for
continuing education credit.
For more information about 360
Degrees of Women’s Lives, contact
Klinger at 913-469-8500, ext. 4173,
or e-mail tklinger@jccc.edu.

During a casual lunch with
Bordo, faculty, staff and students will
exchange ideas on the ethical issues
Spring 2011 | Imprint
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Faculty/Staff

Center for American
Indian Studies focuses
on health, education
Ed Smith, research project coordinator, AIHREA; Renalda Yazzie-Smith, research assistant; Dr. Sean Daley, director; Maggie Davis,
research assistant; and (not pictured) Sonya Ortiz, smoking cessation facilitator, are JCCC’s Center for American Indian Studies staff.

When the American Indian Health Research

and Education Alliance
held its fourth annual health and wellness pow wow at JCCC
in May 2010, more than 815 people participated in cancer,
cholesterol, diabetes, blood pressure, vision and lung
screenings. More than 100 people were determined to
require medical interventions, including one surgery
performed within a week.
“The Native community is the most underserved population
in the United States as far as health care,” said Dr. Sean
Daley, associate professor, anthropology and director of
JCCC’s Center for American Indian Studies.
For 2011, AIHREA has scheduled a two-day pow wow
May 6-7 in JCCC’s GYM that includes arts, crafts, dance and
drum competitions, healthy food and health screenings.
“To our knowledge, this is the largest pow wow and health
fair in the country,” said Ed Smith, research project
coordinator, AIHREA.
The Center for American Indian Studies at JCCC, located on
the second ﬂoor of the Carlsen Center, is home to AIHREA
and a staff of ﬁve — Daley; Smith; Sonya Ortiz, smoking
cessation facilitator; and Maggie Davis and Renalda YazzieSmith, research assistants.
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AIHREA is dedicated to the health and education of Native
peoples and communities throughout the United States with
three locations — JCCC, the University of Kansas Medical
Center and the Four Winds Native Center in Lawrence.
AIHREA is funded by federal grants, most recently the
National Institutes of Health’s National Institute on Minority
Health and Health Disparities grant awarded in 2010, and inkind services from KUMC and JCCC.
The arching AIHREA goal is to ascertain and address the
health needs of American Indians, especially targeting
smoking cessation through the All Nations Breath of Life
smoking cessation program and prevention of diabetes,
obesity, heart disease, cancer and asthma.
“In our pilot study, we had a smoking quit-rate of 25 percent
at six months,” Daley said. “Most national programs feel
successful with an 8 percent quit-rate.”
Daley attributes the success of the All Nations Breath of Life
program to its differentiation of tobacco’s ceremonial and
spiritual use versus recreational use. First targeted to adults,
18 and older, the program is now working with Native youth
on smoking prevention.
JCCC’s Center for American Indian Studies is working on a
bridge program that will mentor Native high school students
starting their junior year in order to prepare them for JCCC

A bookshelf in the Center for American Indian Studies.

and then toward four-year institutions.
KUMC will provide peer tutoring and
mentoring for students seeking
graduate degrees in the health
professions. The Center has agreements
with several high schools in Kansas
and western Missouri to help Native
students enter the educational pipeline.
In 2010, AIHREA offered seven
undergraduate scholarships to
institutions across the United States and
three graduate scholarships to conduct
cancer research at KUMC in
partnership with the Susan G. Komen
for the Cure. Two AIHREA staff from
KUMC come to JCCC one day a week
as part of the program.
AIHREA offers summer internships for
students like Davis, who attended the
Kickapoo pow wow in Horton, Kan.,
completing health surveys with the
Native population.
Service-learning students at JCCC have
worked with AIHREA to complete a
video showing three tribal members
discussing cultural use of tobacco and
created a cookbook for diabetics,
aimed at the Native population.
Smith, who is working on a master’s
degree at KU with a focus on cultural
preservation, is putting together a
youth culture camp, training Native
college students in traditional American
Indian skills like bow and arrow
making, quill work, herbal tradition
and ﬂint knapping. The college

students would, in turn, teach the skills
to younger students.
“We want to instill the idea that
knowledge is to be passed on,” Daley
said.
The Center is also looking at creating a
CD collection of tribal languages, many
documented as endangered.
Currently JCCC offers Native Americans
and American Indian Artistic
Tradition. Daley is working with the
Native community, as well as JCCC
faculty, to develop a couple of new
courses and eventually would like to
develop an interdisciplinary program in
American Indian Studies.

Ed Smith says Native Americans
traditionally balance mental, physical,
spiritual and emotional health.

“AIHREA is addressing needs that were
brought to us by the Native
community,” Daley said. “Because the
Indian community has shared their
traditions with us, we have an
obligation to return that gift. AIHREA is
based on a reciprocal relationship. To
me as an anthropologist in the 21st
century, that’s the way it should be.”

Dr. Sean Daley talks about how the Indian
Health Service is underfunded at about 50
percent of its need.
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KSI/English department

Kansas writers
meet at JCCC
Kansas as a “place” is the subject of the Kansas Writers Symposium.

Dr. Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg, the Poet

Laureate of
Kansas 2009-2011, has been invited to speak at 4 p.m.,
Saturday, April 16, in the M.R. and Evelyn Hudson
Auditorium of the Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art.
A reception follows her presentation in the Atrium of the
Regnier Center. Mirriam-Goldberg will give a poetry reading
with a focus on Kansas. The event is free and open to the
public.
Mirriam-Goldberg received her PhD in English and master’s
degree in creative writing, both from the University of
Kansas, and a bachelor’s degree in history, University of
Missouri. As founder of Transformative Language Arts at
Goddard College, she values social and personal
transformation through the spoken, written and sung word.
She is the author of 10 books including her most recent
Landed (poetry, Mammoth Publications), The Sky Begins At
Your Feet (a memoir on cancer, community and ecology, Ice
Cube Press) and the award-winning Write Where You Are.
She is editor of The Power of Words: A Transformative
Language Arts Reader, and her poetry and prose have been
published in more than 50 literary journals and anthologies.
Her project as poet laureate is Poetry Across Kansas —
Reading and Writing Our Way Home, intended to strengthen
the presence of poetry in Kansas, build literary communities
statewide and enhance Kansans’ sense of place through
poetry.
Mirriam-Goldberg’s presentation is a capstone to an all-day
Kansas Writers Symposium, sponsored by JCCC’s Kansas
Studies Institute and English department. The goal is to
facilitate a gathering of writers from diverse disciplines
whose work centers on Kansas as a “place.” The invitationonly event has a limit of 20 writers who will submit about
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3,000 words of a published work in advance. The writers
will read each other’s works before the symposium. During
morning and early afternoon sessions, writers will brieﬂy
present their works and participate in large- and small-group
sessions.
“Our intention is to bring these writers together to celebrate
the diverse ways they address the Kansas experience and to
embrace the commonalities of their work,” said Thomas
Reynolds, associate professor, English, who will be
presenting from his poetry book, Ghost Town Almanac, at
the symposium.
Invited writers include historians, ﬁction writers, poets,
essayists and scientists.
“I hope the writers can sit down and share ideas with
people approaching the same subject they are,” said David
Davis, chair/professor, English. “Writing can be an isolating
job, and that’s why writers symposiums are so popular. I
ﬁnd the symposium an exciting idea. It’s something the
college hasn’t done before.”
After a number of public lectures and a ﬁlm sponsored by
KSI during the last year and a half, Dr. James Leiker, director,
KSI, says he wants to offer an academic symposium tailored
to people writing about Kansas.
“We want to let people know that JCCC is taking the study
and promotion of writing about Kansas seriously,” Leiker
said. “So if this works out, we would like to do a writers
conference on an annual basis.”
The organizing committee for the Kansas Writers Symposium
are Leiker, KSI; and Davis, Reynolds, Dr. Samantha Bell,
assistant professor, and Farrell Jenab, adjunct professor,
English department.

Superhero
teaches at
JCCC

Faculty

During his postdoctoral studies at the

University of
Mississippi School of Medicine, Dr. Dennis Bishop investigated
the role of the kidneys and vascular reactivity in the
development of hypertension. Now an adjunct associate
professor of science, Bishop teaches Human Anatomy at JCCC.
But behind the mild-mannered demeanor of this scientist is
a man who knows every detail of crime in Gotham City, the
dark side of Batman and the maniacal killings of The Joker.
Bishop has a passion for comic book collecting, and his
specialty is Batman comics and other comics referencing the
caped crusader’s early origins — Detective Comics, World’s
Finest Comics, Justice League of America, and The Brave and
the Bold. Batman, ﬁrst created by artist Bob Kane and writer
Bill Finger, was introduced in Detective Comics #27 (1939).
Pulling out a stack of rare and valuable comic books, Bishop
talks in rapid-ﬁre speed about the history of comic books.
“Look at this one — it cost 15 cents during the Great
Depression. That was a lot of money back then,” Bishop
said. “Comic book publishers were targeting adults who read
comic strips in the paper. During World War II, American
servicemen read comics in their barracks.”
Then came the censors, Bishop explains. During the 1950s,
psychiatrist Fredric Wertham published Seduction of the
Innocent about how comic books were destroying the
morality of America’s youth. Comic books became the
subject of Congressional oversight under the Comic Code
Authority in 1954.
Bishop owned his ﬁrst comic book by age 7 or 8. By the
1960s, $1 of lawn mowing money would buy him eight to
10 comics a month — DC and Marvel titles. But it was
Batman comics he saved. The old stories were his favorite
— before television portrayed Adam West as a satire of
Batman and The Joker as a trickster. When Bishop left for
college in 1969, he gave his Batman comics to a friend.
Bishop never read another comic for 20 years until the
release of Tim Burton’s Batman movie in 1989, when
Batman returned as a dark and brooding crime ﬁghter and
The Joker returned as evil. Bishop was lured back into the
world of comic book collecting, rebuilding his collection
and buying new ones.
Bishops has approximately 8,000 comic books. He has a

Dr. Dennis Bishop shows off a few of his nearly 8,000 comic
books relating to Batman.

ledger that lists every title in chronological order of books
he owns with a notation to the side of the signiﬁcance of
each one. Example: Detective Comics #205 (March 1954) is
the origin of the batcave. Blanks are left for the books yet to
be acquired.
He has consecutive Batman comics dating from April 1956.
If he can ﬁll in three more, his collection will be complete to
April of 1955. He has a consecutive collection of Detective
Comics dating from May 1957, missing only August 1958 and
September 1957. But he also owns older ones that date to
the 1940s.
“Comics in near mint condition can now sell for $7,000$15,000. A copy of Detective #27 (Batman’s ﬁrst appearance)
sold at auction in February 2010 for $1,075,500, making it
the most expensive comic ever purchased,” Bishop said.
Bishop has a bachelor’s degree in zoology from the
University of Missouri-Columbia, master’s degree in biology
from UMKC, and doctorate in physiology from MUColumbia. Most recently, he taught biology in the Shawnee
Mission School District until he started teaching as an
adjunct at JCCC in 2009. By the way, Bruce Wayne was also
a brilliant scientist, a superhero without super powers.
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Student

Contest is
music to his
ears
When JCCC student Abel Ullón came to the

United States from
Paraguay in 2006, he spoke little English and worked as a
trash collector. He used his ﬁrst paycheck to buy a guitar
and began singing on the streets in the Plaza to earn extra
money. Eventually, he was invited to play Friday nights at
Chelly’s Café in Waldo.
The intervening years have been life-changing as Ullón’s
musical career has taken off with talent, persistence and
English skills learned at JCCC.
Most recently, Ullón was selected to go to New York and
sign a contract with Time Warner Cable, who will promote
his music video on their stations in 2011. Ullón’s video
performance was chosen from 117 entries in the Alcanza La
Fama national talent contest created in partnership with the
National Hispanic Foundation for the Arts and Time Warner.
The winner was selected by judges including Latino actors
Jimmy Smits and Esai Morales, Latin Grammy’s nominee
music producer Gustavo Farias, and popular votes.
“When I found out I was the winner I went so crazy that I
started to cry,” Ullón said. “This is a big step for me to make
my ﬁrst musical video.”
That award is the latest of Ullón’s recognitions. He was also
selected by State Farm Insurance, Kansas, to attend the Latin
Grammy Awards in November 2010 in Las Vegas. And in
September 2010, he fulﬁlled a childhood dream as he was
cast to appear with Don Francisco, Miami, host of Sábado
Gigante (Giant Saturday), the longest-running TV variety
show in the world.
Ullón learned to play the guitar from his mother. His parents
are musicians, and Ullón started performing in the church
where his father is pastor. He was playing in a church camp
in Paraguay, when he met his future wife whose family is
from Topeka.
“In my country, musical artists don’t have a lot of
opportunities,” Ullón said.
Ullón, a member of JCCC’s International Club, knew that to
be successful in the U.S. he had to learn English. So he
enrolled in JCCC’s English for Academic Purposes
Reading/Vocabulary III class.
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Abel Ullón signed a contract with Time Warner Cable to promote
his music video on their stations in 2011.

“Abel is a ﬁne example of why teaching is such a wonderful
career. His great personality has inspired his classmates and
me,” said Betty Teenor, adjunct professor, Reading/EAP.
Ullón says Time Warner is encouraging him to keep up
JCCC English classes so he can do interviews and meet with
media in both Spanish and English. His goal is to be
bilingual and to study guitar and business.
Life is “amazing” for Ullón right now. With 3-year-old
daughter, Gabrielle, Ullón’s wife, Lisa, works at a full-time
job during the days, which allows Ullón to go to classes
from 6-9 p.m. Monday-Thursday and play gigs Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.
From January to April 2010, the couple returned to Paraguay
so Gabrielle could meet Ullón’s family. He had enough
money to record a few songs in a studio. A music producer
heard him, and enabled Ullón to produce an entire CD, You,
with ﬁve songs in English and six in Spanish. Now artists in
Mexico and the Phillipines are asking permission to perform
his music. He says the songs with the most downloads are
My Dad (a song he wrote about his dad when he was
missing him on Father’s Day) and Mi Megor Canción (For My
Daughter).
“I am following my dream,” said Ullón, who turned 28 on
Feb. 19, 2011. “I am a person, who if I say I will do
something, I do it.”
Visit http://www.abel-Ullón.com to see and hear Ullón
perform.

Continuing Education

April
showers
bring rain
barrels

Michael Rea, JCCC’s recycling coordinator, is seen
here with a rain barrel next to the Hiersteiner Child
Development Center.

Collecting rainwater was a good idea 2,000

years ago. It still is. JCCC
is offering a rain barrel class from 9-11 a.m. Saturday, April
30, in Horticulture Science Center 124. Taught by JCCC’s
recycling coordinator, Michael Rea, participants will learn
how to construct and install a 55-gallon rain barrel with
materials donated by Coca-Cola.
According to Rea, creating a rain barrel is more than taking a
plastic drum and cutting two holes — one for input from a
downspout and one for outﬂow. Participants will learn how
to use the right size pipe and right size overﬂow spout for
the size of their roof and make it site-speciﬁc.
“You have to measure the size of a downspout and how
much rain comes off the roof,” Rea said. “A good rain will ﬁll
a 55-gallon barrel in less than 5 minutes, so you have to
consider the overﬂow and how to deal with it. There has to
be a safe discharge area because a rain barrel captures only
a fraction of the roof’s run-off.”

downspout to ﬁt the barrel’s inﬂow site. Variables for the
outﬂow pipe are also a consideration. Different size valves
can be used. If the barrel’s outﬂow pipe is too small,
pressure to a hose is low and frustrating. Rea has found it
useful to create a moveable cover for the top of the barrel,
allowing him to carry water to a nearby garden.
And that brings up two more elements of planning —
determining a ﬁrm, level location where the rain barrel can
be located and proximity to a garden or compost pile.
Participants can construct the rain barrel in class or take
materials home and make calculations before cutting holes.
Rain barrel kits typically cost from $80-$130 so this class is
an economical way to receive materials and instruction for
rain barrels at the same time.
“It’s fun to discover what it is like to capture water and
redistribute it for a good purpose,” Rea said.
Contact 913-469-2323 or www.jccc.edu/ce to enroll.

A critical point of design is how to modify the existing
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AQIP
reaffirmation
In January, Johnson County Community College

received reafﬁrmation of its accreditation
by the Academic Quality Improvement Program, a program
developed by the Higher Learning Commission of the North
Central Association of Colleges and Schools to provide
colleges and universities with a process for continuing
accreditation.
In its ﬁnal report summary, JCCC was cited for its function as
an “exemplary institution.”
“Furthermore, as a result of new leadership and a renewed
commitment from both internal and external stakeholders,
JCCC is poised to mature its continuous quality system and
process ... The college’s superior record of leadership in
innovation, technology, student engagement and diversity
attest to its ability to remain not only viable but a model for
higher education.”
JCCC was admitted to AQIP in 2004. In March 2007, JCCC
began a new chapter of continuous quality improvement
with the introduction of a new president. In 2008, JCCC
received its ﬁrst systems appraisals feedback report, and in
2009 underwent a comprehensive AQIP quality check-up
visit. AQIP replaces the traditional 10-year cycle of
accreditation and allows colleges and universities to practice
continuous improvement initiatives and develop action
projects that move an institution forward.
The Higher Learning Commission accredits degree-granting
post-secondary educational institutions in the North Central
region of the United States. The commission is recognized

Dr. Dana Grove, executive vice president, Educational Planning
and Development/COO, serves as JCCC’s AQIP liaison.

by the U.S. Department of Education and accredits
approximately 1,100 institutions of higher education
in a 19-state region.

